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Thank you to everyone who has 

donated, volunteered, and/or 

adopted this year.  It has been a 

tough year, but you helped us res-

cue more animals than ever before!   

This year has been a banner year 

for surrendered pets and strays 

brought in by animal control, while 

adoptions have been on a decline. 

At the same time our city dollars 

have been cut; we lost the spay/ 

neuter dollars from the county as 

well as another grant resource for 

spay/ neuter. We continue to strug-

gle to take care of all the unwanted 

abandoned animals that come 

through our door.  

Having a pet is a choice. Along 

with that choice comes responsibil-

ity and the reality that the cute little 

kitten or puppy you have acquired 

is going to grow into a cat or a dog. 

So when you take that animal 

home, are you prepared for 10 to 

15 or more years of responsibility?  

In many cases, I would have to say 

no. In the first week of October we 

had over 30 animals come into the 

shelter. There was Bonnie and her 

three puppies. She started out with 

eleven babies, but because she was 

tied outside, coyotes carried off 

eight of her puppies before she was 

rescued and brought to us. Despite 

this, Bonnie is loving, affectionate, 

sweet and looking for her forever 

home. There is Marcus, dropped 

off during the night. He was appar-

ently quite hungry, and smart. He 

managed to break into our porch, 

help himself to cat food and was 

there waiting for us in the morning. 

He too is a happy, friendly boy 

looking for a home. We had a box 

of kittens left at our door, not too 

long ago, during the night. We 

arrived in the morning to find the 

box tipped over and kittens scat-

tered around. We hope we found 

them all. We have a poor dog with 

ribs and hip bones protruding who 

we are nursing back to health, a 

dog with flea allergies, dumped off 

at our Walk a Thon, abandoned 

cats and kittens.  How can people 

be so cruel? I am amazed and donôt 

understand. I am also amazed at the 

resiliency of the animals we take 

care of. Most of them respond  well 

to a kind word and loving hand.  

Yes, a pet is a responsibility. They 

rely on us for food, shelter, and 

love. The basics. They also need to 

be taken to the vet for regular 

check-ups and required immuniza-

tions. They need to be spayed 

and/or neutered. Cats need to have 

their litter changed, dogs need to be 

house trained and let out and have 

basic training to be good canine 

citizens when in public or when 

you have company. Pets need daily 

exercise and attention. They need 

someone to take care of them when 

you go   on vacation or a reliable 

kennel to go to.  

Kittens Splish & Splash were thrown in 

Oneida Creek.  Luckily, a good Samaritan 

fished them out & they have been adopted ! 

Does it sound like Iôm trying to 

.discourage you from adopting? 

Not at all. Iôm trying to prevent  

4 week old puppy Sophie was found in a  

dumpster.  She is pictured with her foster 

mom Katrina. 

that puppy or kitten from coming 

back  to the shelter when theyôve 

grown into a cat or a dog. Iôm 

trying to prevent the adopted cat or 

dog from coming back to the shel-

ter, because they were more 

work/more costly than you thought 

theyôd be. These are the realities 

of pet owners. These are the reali-

ties of a shelter. 

We are very grateful for everyone 

who chooses to adopt and all of 

you who donate, attend fundraisers 

and/or volunteer.. We are full to 

the brim with wonderful cats and 

dogs. If you are considered adding 

a pet to your family, please stop by 

and see our wonderful animals. If 

you are not able to adopt right 

now, but want to help, please visit 

o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.humanesocietyrome.com or 

call 315-337-1434 and find out 

how you can help!  

-Susan Grande  
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Events Schedule:  

È 10/29, 7:30pm -

òHowlóoween Party at 

the Polish Home.  

È 11/11, 6:30pm ð Paw-

tini Cocktail Party & 

Auction at Teugega.  

È 11/22, 4:30 -9:00ñ

Dining for the Dogs at 

the Polish Home  

È 12/4, 11:00 -2:00ñPet 

photos with Santa at 

the Photo Shoppe  

È 12/10 & 12/11, 11:00 -

4:00ñPet photos with 

Santa at Petsmart  



A Beautiful Tribute to a Beloved Dog  

We recently received a 

touching letter from one 

of our adopters:  òBack in 

October 2002  I adopted 

Maggie, a 2.5 yr lab pit 

cross.  She came with the 

name Maggie but I re-

named her Lady Dutchess 

Chimeara of Aislea 

(Monster of Dreams) Meara 

for short.  She was my 

companion and the anchor 

to my life. She loved dogs 

and cats and people.  She 

was all that I had wanted 

in a dog and a companion. 

Itõs hard to express what a 

wonderful gift you gave to 

me.  I still remember her 

curled up in the back of the 

kennel so afraid.  In the 

woods she was my fierce 

protector and I hers 

on weeks we spent in the 

woods camping. In 2010 

she came with me as I 

moved cross country to go 

back to school in Portland, 

OR.  She took to the life of 

dog parks and city 

walks.  She was amazing in every way 

and like a proud mom I could go on and 

on.  I'm writing because on February 19, 

2011 we had one last amazing day and 

then I had to put her to sleep so she 

wouldn't suffer as a tumor in her throat 

continued to grow rapidly.  It took so 

long to say thank you because it was 

such a hard and lonely thing to do.  I 

still look for her and I still love her - and 

I am so thankful that I got her.  She 

truly was an anchor in the storms of my 

life.  thank you and keep doing what 

you do - itõs hard but itõs worth it.ó          

Colleen Lanigan  

Kit & Kat òhelpingó in the 

studio!  

Ice Cream and Soda came to the shel-
ter as tiny kittens.  They were so 
bonded...itõs hard to convince people 
to adopt a pair of cats, but we knew 
these 2 really wanted to go home to-
gether.  Luckily, a lady came in to the 
shelter looking for a pair of orange & 
white kitties ñIce Cream and Soda 

were a perfect match!   Their new 
names are Kit and Kat, and it sounds 
like they stay very busy in their new 

home!  They are so happy together!  

Ella waited for 5 long 
months to find her home.  
A couple came in looking 
for a cat who would get 
along with their rab-
bit...as luck would have 
it, Ella had lived with a 
bunny in her first home.  

Another perfect match!  
Ella now enjoys lounging 
on her cat condo and 

snuggling with her family!  

Happy Cat òTailsó 

No one seemed interested in this 

playful, friendly dog.  We ran a story 

about her in the paper, & it brought 
the perfect family in to meet her.  

Now, her life is full of camping, hik-

ing and playing, and Dessie couldnõt 

be happier!  

Border collies are notoriously smart 

and energetic dogs.  Lady was no 

exception ñthis pup was eager to 

learn and loved to play at the shel-

ter.  Luckily, an active, fun -loving 

family came to the shelter and fell 

in love with 

her.  We 

hear that 
she is learn-

ing lots of 

new com-

mands and 

loves to play 

with the 

kids.  Her         Lady with her buddy.  

new mom tells us that, òLady has fit 

in our family perfectly!ó 

Happy Dog òTailsó 
Dessie, a 

b l a c k 

l a b / p i t 
mix, was 

at the 

shelter for 

3 months.  

Big, black 

dogs have 

a tough 

Dessie in her new home.    time getting 

adopted, and pit mixes have an 

even harder time finding a home.  
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Ella relaxing on her new 
òKitty Cityó condo. 

Colleen with her beloved 
dog, Lady Dutchess 

Chimeara (aka Maggie)  



and they see emergencies 24 hours 

a day.  Best of all, they offer reason-

able spay/neuter packages which 
include:  a pre -surgery physical 

exam, rabies and distemper vac-

cines, flea and tick preventative, ear 

cleaning, nail trimming, expression 

of the anal glands and the steriliza-

tion surgery.  The clinic accepts $50 

Spring Farm Cares spay/neuter 

vouchers, and with the vouchers, 

The most effective way to reduce the 

number of homeless cats and dogs 

is to spay and neuter!  We are really 
excited to announce that there is a 

new veterinary clinic in the area 

that is offering low cost spay and 

neuter!   

CNY Veterinary Medical Services 

just opened a couple of weeks ago, 

at 4769 Rt. 233 in Westmoreland.  

The clinic is open 7 days a week 

packages cost: $92 for a cat neuter, 

$120 for a cat spay, $120 for a dog 

neuter, $135 to spay a dog under 
50 pounds, and $150 to spay a dog  

50 pounds and over.  Call 853 -2408 

to schedule your pet for surgery!  

Paris Hill Cat Clinic (737 -7585) also 

continues to offer low -cost spay and 

neuter for cats...with these great 

local options, there is no excuse not 

to alter you animals!  

bull Hercules.  About 400 people 

attended this year ña record!  In 

addition to meeting Shorty, partici-
pants enjoyed a walk along the ca-

nal, games and prizes, a K9 unit 

demonstration, and dozens of ven-

dors.  Several dogs from our shelter 

and a couple other rescues found 

homes, and we raised about $20,00 

for the animals of the Humane Soci-

ety of Rome!  We would like to 

thank our major sponsor, Booz Al-

len Hamilton, for making this event 

so successful.  A great time was had 

by all, and we canõt wait for next 

year!  

Our 2011 Paws for a Cause Walk-

athon & Festival was a huge suc-

cess!  We were joined by special 

guests Shorty Rossi (Animal 

Planetõs òThe Pit Bossó) and his pit 

 

Youõre Invited to the 3rd Annual Pawtini! 

A New Low Cost Spay & Neuter Clinic!  

2011 Paws For a Cause Walkathon  
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Our 3rd annual Pawtini 

Cocktail Party and Auction 

is coming up!  Join us at 

Teugega on Friday, Novem-

ber 11th at 6:30 for this fun 

evening.  Enjoy live music, 
hors dõoeuvres, food sta-

tions, cash bar, door prizes, 

and dozens of beautiful and 

unique auction items!  

The Pawtini is one of our 

biggest annual fundraisers, 

and all proceeds go to our 

new building fund!  Help us 

to raise money for this wor-

thy cause while enjoying an 

elegant evening out!  



Although we are a small shelter we manage to do great 

things, and we thank all of you that support us through your 

donations or volunteer efforts.    

Executive Director: Susan Grande  

President of the Board:  Lynn Rosen  

The Board: Jean Healy, Mike Uvanni, Norma Tallim,  

Sandra Pfrimmer, Phil DõAntonio, Pat Mungari, 

Nancy Staple & Emily Doucet  

 

 

6247 Lamphear Rd.  
PO Box 4572  

Rome, NY 13442  

Humane Society of 

Rome, Inc.  

 

Phone: 315 -336 -7070  
Fax: 315 -336 -4918  

E-mail: 
humanesocietyrome@hotmail..

com 

Animal shelter in the 

Mohawk Valley since 1956.  

Thank you to all our supporters!  You make a huge 
difference in the lives of our animals!  

Visit us on 

facebook!  

 


